
1 2 

Barnwood Park Newsletter Term 2      2021 

A message from Mr Albon, Headteacher: 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I write, we are one week away from the end of 
term and have just received the news of further 
national restrictions in order to help slow the 
rate of infection over the winter months and the 
festive season.  I’m sure, like me, all the parents, 
carers, students and staff are looking forward to 
a well-earned break for the Christmas period and 
I would like to personally thank all those who 
have continued to observe the measures put in 
place and helped us to keep both the students 
and staff as safe as possible. 
Following Government guidance and to help 
school re-start as safely as possible, we will be 
asking all students to complete 2 Lateral Flow 
COVID tests before we return. 

 

As in September, we would like your child to per-
form the tests at home so you can supervise and 
support your child to complete their tests.  The 
home test kits will be given out to students be-
fore we break up for the Christmas break or you 
can collect home testing kits, for free, from a lo-
cal pharmacy.  We ask that students complete 
their 1st test on Friday 31st December and their 
2nd test on Tuesday 4rd January and log the re-
sults using the link below.   

We begin the new term on Wednesday 5th Janu-
ary. 

Anyone who has issues testing themselves at home 
can attend school on Wednesday 5th January at 
8.40am in the main hall for a test.  You will need to 
email through to admin and book. 
 
Student Reporting Lateral Flow Self-Test Results to 
School  
Please inform school of the test result using this 
link http://bit.ly/studentcovidtestresults 
You will also need to log the test results with the 
NHS via the gov.uk website as well https://
www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 
 
Students who test positive in either of their lateral 
flow tests should not attend school and will need 
to isolate for 10 days and book a PCR test to con-
firm the positive result.  If your child is unable to 
attend school, please inform school using attend-
ance@barnwood-park.gloucs.sch.uk. Schools are 
no longer responsible for track and trace and will 
not need to isolate staff or students identified as 
close contacts.  As per the new guidance, identified 
close contacts will need to undertake daily LFD 
tests.  Close contacts should only book a PCR test if 
they receive a positive LFD test result or if they de-
velop COVID symptoms.  

 
We would like to remind you of the importance of 
good attendance for your child to help them meet 
their potential and gain the best possible outcomes 
and future opportunities.  Please work with our at-
tendance officer, form tutors and pastoral leaders 
to make sure your child arrives on time and we 
overcome any barriers to ensure your child beats 
our target of 95% attendance. 
 

We have been lucky enough to have had another 
busy term and there have been lots of activities 
happening in and out of school that the students 
have been involved in. You can read about these 
further on in the newsletter. 

Last year, the students sadly did not have the de-
lights of the staff panto to look forward to on the 
last day of term, so ‘this year, to save us from 
tears, we have given them something special’ ….. 
and filmed it.   

Students will have the opportunity to watch this in 
their form rooms on the last day of term followed 
by a morning of fun, quizzes and a form party.  
There will be an extended break time in order to 
allow all students to purchase the only food that 
will be offered that day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students enjoyed an extended Christmas 
Lunch on Tuesday 14 December and our annual 
Carol Concert will be shown in form time on the 
last day.  It will be available to watch via the link on 
our school website or further on in the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As part of the National School Breakfast Club Pro-
gramme we will be offering free breakfast of a ba-
gel, cereal or porridge from the 6th January which 
will be available in Student Support and the Can-
teen.  Please note that the Aspens breakfast menu 
will still be available as a paid offer. 

Mobile Phones  
Just a reminder that mobile phones must remain 
away until the end of the day when students are 
leaving the school site. Students who are found to 
be using their phone during the day will be asked 
to hand their phone in and it will be kept in Recep-
tion until the end of the day. If this happens a sec-
ond time, a parent will need to come to school to 
collect the phone.  We would be grateful for your 
support with this. Please do not contact students 
on their phone during the day.  If there is a prob-
lem, students should go to Student Reception and 
we will contact you.  You are obviously welcome, as 
always, to contact school, if you have any concerns 
or need to get an urgent message to your child.  
We are confident that, by not allowing students to 
use their phones on school site, we will see greater 
communication between them, fewer conflicts re-
lated to social media and a greater focus on their 
learning. 
 
Assessment and Reporting 
Year 11 have recently received their trial exam 
grades and updated Current and Predicted GCSE 
grades. There is an online Parents’ Evening on 
Thursday 13th January, which all Year 11 parents 
have been sent information about and are able to 
book slots to see their teachers. 

Year 10 will have their first Key Stage 4 Report 
home the week of 24th January.  

Years 7, 8 and 9 will have their first report of the 
year just after February half term.  They will also 
have updated reading assessments and we will 
communicate the outcomes of these with those 
reports too. 

Year 9 have also had an assembly introducing Op-
tions. They have each been given their Options 
Booklet for 2021-22, and this is also on the school 
website. It gives information about the option pro-
cess, which subjects can be chosen, and infor-
mation about all the subjects available. Options 
Evening is planned to be on March 3rd, and we ex-
pect it to be online. 

http://bit.ly/studentcovidtestresults
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
mailto:attendance@barnwood-park.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@barnwood-park.gloucs.sch.uk
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Behaviour  
I am delighted to report that the vast majority of 
our students are getting it right day in and day 
out, but there are a few students who choose to 
disrupt the learning of others and this is not ac-
ceptable.  There will still be sanctions for stu-
dents who arrive late to lessons, whose behav-
iour is not acceptable and affects the learning of 
others or who are rude to staff or students.  I 
would ask you to remind your child, again, of the 
Golden Rule to ‘Follow Instructions First Time’ as 
well as our Three Guiding Principles:  

1. Live without harming others  
2. Do acts of kindness   
3. Show respect for others. 

These are vital and fundamental to the culture 
and ethos of our school.  It is hugely important 
that parents support us so that we can work to-
gether in the best interests of your child.  There 
will be daily checks of uniform and equipment – 
please remind them to have their equipment and 
masks and check their uniform before they set 
off for school. 

 
Remembrance Day 
I felt very proud that on Thursday the 11th of No-
vember our students were impeccable in paying 
their respects by observing a two-minute silence 
at 11.00am on Remembrance Day.  

 
Children in Need 
Children in Need was on Friday 19th November and 
the students raised £598.80 by donating money for 
a non-uniform day.  

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 17th December  

This will be our final day of the term and there will 
be many different events and activities taking place. 
Students may wear a festive Christmas jumper in-
stead of their blazer (all other uniform remains the 
same) in return for a £1 donation, which will be do-
nated to Save the Children. 
  
A final reminder that school will finish for the stu-
dents at 12.30pm on Friday 17 December.  There 
will be food served at break time on that day, but 
no lunch.   
  

I wish you all a very happy, safe and peaceful Christ-
mas and we look forward to seeing the students 
return to school on Wednesday 05 January 2022.  
We wish you all a happy New Year and hope 2022 is 
a successful year for you all.  
  
Kind regards 
Mr Albon 
Headteacher 

Uniform 

Previously Owned Uniform 

We are very grateful to receive any good quality and freshly 

washed, previously owned uniform from the following list.  

Please ask your child to drop items to Student Reception. 

Currently Accepted Items: 
 Blazers 
 Ties 
 Navy Barnwood Park Jumpers/Cardigans 
 Any Barnwood Park PE Kit 
 Rugby/Football boots 
 Trainers  
 Boys Navy trousers      
 White shirts (larger sizes) 
 School shoes 

PE Kit—Students still need to bring in their PE kit even if they are not taking part in PE as they partici-

pate in a PE related activity instead. 

Please contact childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
if you have any queries not answered on the Holiday 
Free School Meal vouchers page.  

Free School Meals Free School Meal Vouchers 

During the December holiday period, Gloucestershire County Council is providing vouchers to parents 
who have signed up to their Holiday Free School Meals (FSM) scheme. These vouchers are provided by 
Gloucestershire County Council as part of its commitment to ‘no child goes hungry’. The vouchers are 
funded through COVID-19 grant funding and are separate to the term time Free School Meals. 
 

Parents who have signed up to the scheme will receive a voucher for £30 for each child who is eligible for 
FSM which will cover both weeks in the December holidays.  
 

Parents who have signed up previously do not need to re-register, they have already been included, 
but, to ensure the County Council get all who are eligible, they are encouraging new parents to sign up as 
soon as they can. 
 

Applications for Holiday Free School Meal Vouchers for the December holiday period is open from Friday 
26 November until midday Monday 13 December. Voucher emails will be sent out between 13 and 15 
December. If parents apply after the deadline, there is no guarantee of delivery of the vouchers before 
25 December. 
 

For more information and to sign up if you haven't already please visit https://
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/holiday-school-meal-vouchers/. 
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Students of the Term 

Year 7 

Luke Orchard—Most house points in Year 7 and always following schools guiding principles. 

 

Betsy Jones—Excellent work ethic,  always positive and supportive of her peers and for following the 
school guiding principles.  

 

Year 8 

Bessie Faragher—Consistently an asset within form. She is always eager to work hard, demonstrates the 
three guiding principles well and is a great role model within the class.  

 

Zach Nicholls—Sets an excellent example in form time. He contributes great ideas to group discussions and 
challenges himself whenever possible throughout the class.  

 

Year 9 

Imogen Pullen—Always showing kindness wherever she goes. Always smiling and a delightful student to 
teach. 

 

Oliver Walden—Much improved self-confidence and a wonderful role model to others in the school. 
Teachers are always full of praise for Oliver. 

 

Year 10 

Harry Robbins—For always being incredibly hardworking in lessons. 

 

Sophie Poole—For always being incredibly hardworking in lessons. 

 

Year 11 

Freya M—For community spirit, good behaviour and being a committed learner. Takes part in all school 
events like World Book Day, Barnwood's Got Talent and Christmas Concert every year.  

 

Aamilah A—Very committed to learning and has good behaviour and positive attitude. Horse riding outside 
school - jockey of the future and appeared on the local news and Countryfile. 

 

What’s been going on in school? 

Christmas Concert 

This year’s Christmas Concert unfortunately had to be without an audience once again due to the COVID19 
outbreak, however we decided we couldn’t be without it completely for another year, so we recorded it for 
you to watch from the comfort of your own home. The concert this year includes a unique performance of 
Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ along with a mixture of dance and music for you to enjoy. The link will 
be sent out on the last day of term and available on the school website-don’t forget to sing along with the 
12 days of Christmas! https://youtu.be/NcWPj2CtCbk 

https://youtu.be/NcWPj2CtCbk
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Fowey Mussels 

Earlier this term Year 10 got to learn about, handle, cook and clean fresh mussels from Fowey as part of the 
nationwide Fish Heroes programme with the Food Teachers Centre. 

They cooked Thai style mussels in small teams and learnt about the how mussels are one of the most sus-
tainable sources of seafood available with no damage to the sea bed, relatively cheap, supporting the 
British fishing industry and a great source of protein and omega 3. 

Later in the day Year 7, in their first ever food lesson, took on the challenge and cooked Jamie Oliver's 
'Angry Mussels' in a tomato sauce and most of the class tried them for the first time. 

This was a brilliant opportunity for students to handle, cook and try fresh, seasonal and Cornish mussels, 
that were utterly delicious (if you like them that is!). 

#fishheroes #musselpower  

@mjseafood @fish.heros  @foodtcentre  @fish.heros  @fishmongersCo  @OffshoreShell   @Foweyshellfish 

What’s been going on in school? 

GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition visited the BBC Good 
Food Show at the NEC Birmingham to sample lots of differ-
ent food, drink and watch a live demonstration by the Hairy 
Bikers. The Year 11 students gained great first hand re-
search for their coursework and watched some excellent 
food demonstrations involving game and seasonal produce.  

BBC Good Food Show 

Navy Ready Steady Cook 

A group of Year 10 GCSE students took part in an interactive Master Chef style lesson where the group 
was divided into equal teams and presented with a box of ingredients. The aim of the session was to cre-
ate 2 dishes (main & dessert) within the time frame. Supported by the Navy chefs, who have cooked for 
world leaders such as Joe Biden and Boris Johnson, the students had 15 minutes to discuss what dishes 
they were going to produce. The groups were presented with a mystery box of special ingredients that 
made their dishes different to the others. 

Barnwood Park students had 1 hour to complete their dishes and present to the Navy. This was a great 
activity to exercise students’ initiative, teamwork, communication, time keeping skills and this proved to 
be extremely popular.  

The winning team - Amelia, Sophia, Kasheefa, Jemma, Charlotte and Humaira made Chicken Curry from 
scratch and individual cheesecakes. Well done to all who took part!  
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Barnwood Park School's Careers Fayre was held on 
Friday 19th November. Year 10 & 11 students spent 
the afternoon interacting with local employers, ap-
prenticeship providers, 6th Forms and colleges, the 
hall was buzzing with their excitement at talking to 
the contributors. 

It was lovely to see ex-pupils promoting their Post-
16 choices notably Keira Dobbs, Annabelle Faulk-
ner, Weronika Strzop, Aminata Jah and Meghan Dix 
now studying for A levels or Degrees at Crypt, Rib-
ston, St. Peters, Cirencester College and the Univer-
sity of Gloucestershire respectively. 

Careers Fayre 

Kier Construction - "It was fantastic to be a part of 
Barnwood Park’s Careers Fayre by representing 
Kier Construction and sharing the different oppor-
tunities within the Construction industry. As a 
young employee of Kier, I have a passion for help-
ing the younger generation find a career path that 
they’re interested in! I want to say a massive thank 
you to the Staff at the school for their hospitality! 
Kier wishes the students all the success in the fu-
ture with their careers and hopes they choose Kier 
as a company to work for". 

Dowty - “It was fantastic to be able to meet and 
talk to so many engaged young people, face-to-
face! I really enjoyed talking through their plans for 
the future and hopefully opening a few minds to 
the opportunities in apprenticeships and engineer-
ing. Always a pleasure to visit Barnwood!”. 

Olivia Kizelbach Year 11 - "I believe that the Ca-
reers Fayre had a positive impact on my under-
standing of the options for my future. It gave me 
the encouragement and motivation to reach for my 
goals. The Employees and staff were helpful and 
easy to talk to. They were able to answer all of my 
queries". 

Riley Roberts Year 10 - "I found Barnwood Park’s 
Careers Fayre really useful as I was able to chat to 
employees from well know local companies. It 
made me realise that there are more options in 
Gloucestershire than just going to College". 

Year 11 Visit to SGS 

The aim of this visit was for Barnwood Park  students to sample Post-16 

education. Students had the opportunity to try 2 different sessions, 

from the 18 on offer. The sessions covered a wide breadth of subjects 

including Art & Design, Business, Forensic Science, Plastering,  Animal 

Management, Health and Social and Early Years. 

The event culminated with an informative Q&A session regarding ap-

prenticeships. 

What’s been going on in school? 

We have had a fabulous start to Textiles Club this term.  We have made fabric 
brooches and Christmas decorations.  The club will be starting back on Tues-
day 11 January in DT3 from 3-4pm.  Lots of fun, creative and exciting projects 
to explore!  

On Monday 29th November, Miss Williams took three 
students to the Ovid prize giving at The Roman Baths 
in Bath. Luke Orchard (7), Lexi Salter (8) and Tia Hebbs 
(9) had been chosen from entries from the whole of 
KS3 as winners of our internal competition and were 
exclusively invited to attend the event. At the event, 
the students listened to a reading of an Ovid myth, 
viewed the presentations from other schools and re-
ceived certificates from the competition organiser 
(Bristol University). Luke Orchard was also awarded a 
commendation for his creativity and storytelling for 
his Medusa mask. 

KS3 Dance Club 

Textiles 

The students in KS3 Dance Club have been choreographing 
their Hairspray routine for the upcoming dance showcase 
'Centre Stage'. Currently, the students have been trialling 
some impressive lifts to incorporate within their dance.  

Ovid Prize Giving 
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Maths Students of the Month 

Year 11 

Ashleigh Stokes—Huge improvement in achievement and attitude. 

Sokunnisa Hak—Great achievement due to an excellent attitude to learning and sheer hard work. 

Megan White—For all your enthusiasm, energy, humour, good nature and interesting questions. 

Aamilah Aswat—Great effort preparing for GCSE Maths – keep going! 

Serisse Willets—Great effort preparing for GCSE Maths – keep going! 

Year 7 

Leo Birch—Excellent effort and attitude in Maths. 

Zoe Walker—Excellent effort and attitude in 
Maths. 

Jacob Malone—Keen to learn and willing to con-
tribute his answers.  

Peter Emakhu—Excellent effort and attitude in 
Maths. 

Lily Redding—for such hard work, a fantastic atti-
tude, and the superb solving of equations! 

Salma Mohamud—Doing really well in class trying 
hard – well done! 

Ahmed Mohammed—for being inquisitive, inter-
ested and asking stimulating questions. Well done. 

Year 8 

Urwa Susiwala—Excellent effort and attitude in 
Maths. 

Adam Khan—Excellent effort and attitude in Maths. 

Freya Boucher—Diligent and hard working – well 
done! 

Aminah Uddin—Diligent and hard working – well 
done! 

Natalie Olszowka—Excellent attitude to learning 
and tries her best in Maths lessons. 

Noa Jenkins—Doing her best with a positive atti-
tude. 

Declan Newman—Excellent effort and attitude in 
Maths. 

Fabienne Randall—For completing classwork and 
homework to a good standard. 

Cejay Vance—Excellent effort and participation in 
lessons. 

Year 9 

Kayleigh Quinn—Excellent effort and attitude in 
Maths. 

Kira Townsend—Excellent effort and attitude in 
Maths. 

Emma Ling—Conscientious effort to learning. 

Sadia Imran—Shown a great improvement in 
learning. 

Billie Richards—Simply for being so brilliant. 

Kayla Smith—Great effort in class – keep it up! 

Ellie-May Lewis—For consistently working hard in 
class. 

Irshad Mulla—Great effort and participation in 
class discussion. 

Year 10 

Harry Robbins—Excellent effort and attitude in 
Maths. 

Cody Willicombe—Consistent and continued effort. 

Sarah-Jane Bishop—for being so kind and offering 
such kind words (and for improving your attend-
ance!) 

Year 7 

3 games to 1 loss against Churchdown School 

6 tries to 3 loss against Holmleigh Park School 

9 tries to 0 win against Gloucester Academy 

6 tries to 2 win against Henley Bank 

3 games to 1 loss against Churchdown School 

Player of the season - Louis Speck 

Year 8 

8 tries to 2 win against Churchdown School 

7 tries to 0 loss against Holmleigh Park School 

8 tries to 1 win against Gloucester Academy 

4 tries to 3 win against Henley Bank 

Player of the season- Levi Morgan 

Sports 

Barnwood School's Rugby teams have enjoyed a successful season so far competing against other local 
Gloucester Schools. 

Year 9 

4 tries to 3 win against Churchdown School 

10 tries to 0 win against Holmleigh Park in the 
EDF Cup First Round 

9 tries to 0 win against Gloucester Academy 

6 tries to 2 win against Henley Bank 

EDF Cup 10 tries to 2 loss against STRS 

Player of the Season - Anas Rio 

Year 10  

3 tries to 3 draw against Gloucester Academy 

Henley Bank fixture to be played 14th December 

We look forward to starting the football league fixtures next term, as well as some basketball and indoor 
cricket matches that have been already arranged.  

Rugby 
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Term 1 and 2 have been very busy in the PE department. We have seen great participation in all year 
groups at Netball club. (Year 7 and 8 on a Tuesday and Year 9-11 on a Thursday after school). We have 
played a number of matches against local schools. Impressive shooting, defending and teamwork up and 
down the court. Well done to all of the students involved, this is only the beginning... we have plenty of 
fixtures from February into March ending with the district tournaments on: 

Monday 21st March 2022 - U16  

Tuesday 22nd March 2022 - U15 

Thursday 24th March 2022 - U14 

Monday 28th March 2022 - U13 

Wednesday 30th March 2022 - U12 

Thursday 31st March 2022 - reserve date 

 

Please keep coming to club, developing your skills and be proud that you represent Barnwood Park. 

A separate thank you, goes to the Year 10 and 11 students who have assisted with KS3 and KS4 club with 
coaching and umpiring. 

 

Congratulations to Kim Davis for starting her umpiring journey by umpiring her first ever Gloucestershire 
junior league match, we can't wait to see the confident umpire you will blossom into and those who will 
follow in your footsteps. 

 

Football 

Girls U14 football team played in their first matches against Holmleigh Park with an impressive win, Hat 
tricks for Siurri W (Yr 9) and Freya B (Yr 8). Goals from Kimmie T-J, Erin S and Gemma L. More fixtures to 
come and we are still looking for players in all year groups. 

 

Cross Country 

Well done to Oyeniyi Alabi and Oscar Barrow for representing the school in the District cross country plac-
ing 22nd and 23rd.  

Netball 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Mrs Aboud runs the Duke of Edinburgh award in school for students in Year 9 and 
above. Year 9 have set a new record of 45 participants who have signed up to start 
and hopefully complete their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. 14 students in 
Year 10 have committed to the Silver Award. Exciting times ahead. Meetings are in 
J5. Year 9 Tuesday lunchtimes, Year 10 Thursday lunchtimes. 

If you haven't joined a team, it isn't too late to start. We welcome players of all abilities; all you need is the 
passion and motivation to learn and improve. Just turn up with your PE kit and get involved.  

 

Lunchtime clubs:   

Monday: Badminton (RA) 
Tuesday: Basketball (MM) 
Wednesday: (TBC) Trampolining KS4 (SO/RA) 
Thursday: Table Tennis & Indoor Cricket (MM) 
Friday: Football (RA) 
 
After school: 
Tuesday: Year 7 and 8 Boys Football / Girls Netball 
Wednesday: Girls Football  
Thursday Year 9-11 Boys Football / Girls Netball 
 
Please keep checking Satchel One and the PE Notice Board for up-and-coming fixtures and tournaments. 
We already have these exciting events booked in. More still to be confirmed. 

Clubs and Fixtures 

Day Date Year group Sport School Venue 

Thurs 6-Jan Year 9 Netball SV A 

Tues 11-Jan Year  7  Girls Football Tournament @ S.Vale A 

Wed 12-Jan 
7  (7 side)  

9a (9 aside) 
Girls Football St Peters A 

Tues 18-Jan Y7&8 Girls Football Holmleigh Park A 

Wed 19-Jan Year 9 & 10 Girls Football Holmleigh Park H 

Thurs 20-Jan Y9 A&B  Netball Holmleigh Park A 

Mon 24-Jan U15 Girls Indoor Cricket Tournament @ Barnwood H 

Wed 26-Jan Y7 A&B  Netball Holmleigh Park A 

Thurs 27-Jan Year 9 Girls Football Tournament @ S.Vale A 

Fri 28-Jan U13 Boys Boys Indoor Cricket Tournamnet @ GA A 

Wed 2-Feb Y10 A&B Netball Holmleigh Park H 

Thurs 3-Feb U15 Boys Boys Indoor Cricket Tournamnet @Newent A 

  Year 8 Girls Football Tournament @ S.Vale A 

Wed 9-Feb Y8 A&B Netball Holmleigh Park H 

Tues 15-Feb Year 8 Netball Severn Vale H 
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Diary Dates 

Wednesday 5th January—Term 3 starts 

Thursday 13th January—Year 11 Parents Evening 4:15pm-7:30pm 

Friday 18th February—Non-Uniform Day 

Extra-Curricular Activities Term 3/4 

Gloucester Bundles 

We provide emergency bundles to families in crisis and are 
amid our busiest ever year. Thanks to the support of our com-
munity we have been able to provide clothing, equipment, and 
toiletries to nearly 700 families over the past 12 months.  

Email concerns@barnwood-park.gloucs.sch.uk for referral. 

mailto:concerns@barnwood-park.gloucs.sch.uk

